SOUTHWEST GEORGIA FARM CREDIT FIRST TO SADDLE UP

Port City Rodeo Fund Raiser Receives Big Boost For This Year's Event

Bainbridge-Southwest Georgia (SWGA) Farm Credit became the major sponsor of the 2nd annual Decatur County Family Connection Port City Rodeo with the presentation of a check by SWGA Farm Credit on Monday, May 24, 2010. 

"Our staff is excited to play an important role in this event," said Richard Monson, Chief Executive Officer, Southwest Georgia Farm Credit. "We're honored to work with the Decatur County Family Connection, and pleased that folks in our area can experience a great evening of fun and entertainment, knowing they are supporting such a worthy cause."

SWGA Farm Credit also played an important role in last year's rodeo providing not only sponsorship but also over 30 volunteers at the 2-day event. "We couldn't have done it without them," stated Family Connection Board member Allison Harrell, who helped organize the first rodeo. "They were absolutely wonderful to work with and very eager to help. We look forward to working with them again this year." SWGA Farm Credit has also partnered with Family Connection on several other programs and projects. They initiated the Blanket and Coat Drive this past year that provided hundreds of children and adults with coats and blankets during a very cold winter.  

Planning for the 2010 Decatur County Family Connection Collaborative Port City Rodeo is underway. The rodeo will be held the 2nd Friday and Saturday in September. The dates for this year's rodeo are the 10th and 11th.  "We know that with the down turn in the economy, getting sponsorships for this year's Port City Rodeo will be challenging" said Scott Ewing, Rodeo Sponsorship Chair, "but this will certainly get us off to a great start."

The rodeo is the major fund raiser for Decatur County Family Connection and with recent state budget cuts, the rodeo is essential to continuing current programs and projects which include: food and clothing bank, parenting classes, free tax assistance, shoplifting education for juvenile offenders, Teen Maze, school supply drives, motivational speakers for youth, Family Fun Day, the Elementary School Community Action Prevention Environment (E.S.C.A.P.E.) Program, Bainbridge High School CATS for Youth and others.

Decatur County Family Connection is part of a statewide network of 159 county collaboratives in Georgia. Each collaborative serves as the local decision-making body, bringing community partners together to develop, implement, and evaluate plans that address the serious challenges facing Georgia's children and families.

If you would like to become a rodeo sponsor or for more information, contact Scott Ewing at SCOTTE@parkavebank.com Allison Harrell at arharrell@dcboe or Sue Steiner at sue@bainbridgega.com

