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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE






          March 16, 2010
Farm Credit Offers  Young, Beginning and Small-Scale Farmers high-tech, on-line Business Course
Bainbridge – Southwest Georgia Farm Credit will pay half the cost of tuition for up to 10 farmers to take the Farm Credit University course “Ag Biz Planner,” a 10-module eLearning experience that will help you energize your business and guide you to the next level.

Developed by Dr. Dave Kohl, Professor Emeritus, Ag Finance & Small Business Management, at Virginia Tech, Ag Biz Planner takes you on a journey towards building a strategic business plan for your own business.

The course is on-demand, self-paced and designed specifically for farm and ranch businesses. Dr. Kohl has decades of experience teaching farmers and ranchers and provides regular feedback as a lender, peer business owner and advisor to participants.

The course typically takes five to six months to complete. Online module content should take about two hours per module. Learning modules include: Megatrends of Agriculture; Strategic Business Planning; Preparing for your Lender; Constructing a Balance Sheet; Constructing an Income Statement and Cash Flow Projection; Understanding Lending Decisions; Farm Business Management Factors and Benchmarks; Growth and Transition Management; Personal Financial Management and Communications, Ethics and Leadership.

Regular tuition fee is $500 per participant (farmer or farm couple), and Southwest Georgia Farm Credit will reimburse $250 of the fee for the first 10 enrollees. For more information or to register, please contact Frances Edmunds at 229.493.0140 or fedmunds@swgafarmcredit.com.

Headquartered in Bainbridge, Georgia, Southwest Georgia Farm Credit (www.swgafarmcredit.com) serves 21 counties in Georgia and is part of the AgFirst Farm Credit district, which covers 15 eastern states and Puerto Rico. The AgFirst district is part of the Farm Credit System, a nationwide network of agricultural and rural lending institutions cooperatively owned by their borrowers. Farm Credit helps maintain and improve the quality of life in rural America and on the farm, through its constant commitment to competitive lending and expert financial services. 

-- end --
